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Archery Lessons —Youth/Adults

Certified USA Instructor: Jillian Ballengee
Elite Archery Pro Staff
2016-19 ASA Shooter of Year

Youth Summer Archery Camps
Youth NASP 3D Leagues

3D Archery Leagues
Money Shoots
30 yd. Indoor Archery Range

Ladies Night Out

Last Friday of February/March
Ages 14+ 6-7:30 p.m.
Not a competition, just friendly fun!

New to Archery? Basic lesson is included.
We provide equipment or bring your own.

Closed toe shoes required, no experience necessary.

Shoot your bow/socialize with fellow female archers.

Just $10 w/membership and $20 without.

Learn from Professional Archer, Certified USA

Archery Instructor, Jillian Ballengee
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Cover Photo

Nine year old Josh Rohr bagged
an impressive double drop tine 10
point buck. He hunted with his
dad near French Creek.

Go online to see this magazine
on the web every 6 weeks. It is
www.wvasportsman.net

We are looking for large deer,
bear and other game animal pics
for future issues. Send your pics
from this season. Look on page

38 for information.
Photo courtesy of Smitty's ATV/Cycle in

Buckhannon.
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Improving Wildlife Habitat

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources, in partnership
with the USDA Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service, the state
Division of Forestry, the National
Wild Turkey Federation and other
organizations, is seeking private
landowners interested in improv-
ing wildlife habitat on their land.
“More than 80% of land in West
Virginia is privately owned and
many wildlife species occur pri-
marily on private land. There-
fore, public-private partnerships
are critical for the long-term per-
sistence of these populations,” said
Paul Johansen, chief of the DNR
Wildlife Resources Section. “Pri-
vate landowners benefit from the

L'H: A=y 3 lk'il""' o /
Jamie McGee brought in a nice
Wirt County bobcat.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 41st Year!

304-227-4219

technical and financial assistance
they receive to improve their land,
which ultimately benefits many of
the state’s priority wildlife species.
It’s a ‘win-win’ for everyone.”

The partnership seeks to address
shrinking populations of priority
wildlife species by implement-
ing conservation practices that
improve natural resources on pri-
vate land. Target species include
cerulean warbler, golden-winged
warbler and multiple insect polli-
nators that have been identified as
priority species in West Virginia’s
State Wildlife Action Plan (avail-
able online at www.wvdnr.gov/
Wildlife/Action_Plan.shtm). These
species use a variety of habitats,
including meadows, shrubby thick-
ets and groves of young saplings,
and mature forests, which are also
preferred by species such as ruffed
grouse, whip-poor-will, white-
tailed deer and wild turkey.

continue to the next page

FREE Online

www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues
Are There From
2006 To Present

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CHELYAN, WV

CROSSBOWS
+ EXCALIBER
+ 10 POINT
* KILLER
INSTINCT

304-595-2699
MON TUE THU 12-6
WED & FRI 12-5
SAT 10AM TO 2PM

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Isaiah Marstiller went to Ohio for a
great bow buck.

Open
Mon-Fri
10-6
Sat
10-2
By Appt.

Gen 5
GLOCK

17mm & 19mm

www.guardsix.com

GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
740-401-1277 740-350-3270

e Over 200 Guns In Stock

¢ All Brands Available

e Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
* CCW Classes Available

Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock

Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock
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MARIETTA
POLARIS
27425 ST.RT.7
Marietta, Ohio

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV
Trailers

740-374-5766

2020 Ranger XP 1000 $500 Rebate

2019 RZR XP Turbo S $3,500 Rebate
REBATES UP TO $3,500 ON REMAINING 2019 MODELS 2020 Sportsman 570 $300 Rebate

HUGE OFFERS ON 2020 MODELS 1-1 2020 TO 2-29 2020 All Offer Financing as low as 3.99% for 36 months

Offers vary by model. Rebate and financing offers valid on select 2016-2020 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®, RANGER®, Sportsman®, GENERAL®, and
ACE® models purchased between 1/1/20- 2/29/20. fRates as low as 3.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term

at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment
with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of $12,699 is $374.87/mo. total cost of borrowing of $796.27 with a total obligation of
$13,495.27. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maxi-
mum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are
separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.

019 MODELS
“An0 HUGE OFFERS G
2020 MODDEL

SPORTSMAN

THINK OUTSIDE

Warning: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least
12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp
turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

Professional biologists, forest-
ers and conservation planners are
available to develop individual-
ized conservation plans based on
each landowner’s objectives and

often form a uniform and closed
canopy. Thinning some undesirable

trees will increase growing space
for trees that wildlife prefers and
encourage development of multi-
ple canopy layers able to support a
greater abundance and diversity of

the identified needs of the land. continue to the next page

Every conservation plan is unique
but it may include removing prob-
lematic plants, establishing desir-
able plants, thinning trees from
overstocked forests, adjusting the
type and timing of current manage-
ment practices and creating natu-
ral structures such as brush piles
where wildlife can nest, forage and
take shelter.
Mature Forest

Cerulean warblers prefer mature
deciduous forests with an abun-
dance of large tall trees and small
openings in the canopy that are
filled with vigorous new plant
growth. Most forests in West Vir-
ginia have large tall trees, but they

Doug Richards used his bow in
Ritchie County for a large buck.
Feb/March 2020 ~ Page 5

Miranda Conrad, from Buckhan-
non, got a nice 10 point buck.
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Wilderness Camp

Fantastic Fishing & Hunting el o [1[[0le]-]3

in the Canadian Wilderness
- Remote Boat-In 16 Miles = | Ak
- 6-Acre Island (5 cabins) Major Bl Crane {LPSAR}
. Ao Rdgewsy (e
*In a 256 Square Mile Penclieios, K 40055
Wilderness Park e
- 35 Lakes - Full of Bass, Pike Trout | £ ] [ae—
i PO B 562
Walleye, Perch & No Fishing Pressure o e ok PRE 15
www.blwc.com email blwc@aol.com
wildlife. NR/NRCS partner avian biologist,

Landowners interested in man-
aging mature forest habitat may
also notice more hooded warblers,
ruffed grouse and wild turkey. For
more information about mature
forests or for help getting started,
contact Matthew Aberle, WVD-

at (304) 618-6124 or matthew.ab-
erle@usda.gov, or Kyle Aldinger,
natural resource specialist, at (304)
284-7595 or kyle.aldinger@usda.
gov.
Young Forest

Golden-winged warblers prefer

shrubby thickets and young forests
near large patches of mature de-
ciduous forest at higher elevations.
The right combination of these
characteristics is quite rare in West
Virginia. Fortunately, some piec-
es of the preferred habitat often

are already in place (i.e., mature
continue to page 8

The Pursley famlly trapped thelr
1st coyote of the new year.

~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2019/20 ©

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2019/20 Season. It’s FREE

No DOES !

| PHOTOS WILL

Clip out and Mail In
r — - — — — — —
| Name i
| Address i
| City |
State Zip |
Animal Deer Points
County Gun___Bow
L - e e — = = =

1 BE RETURNED

W. Va. Sportsman
Now On Facebook

wvasport@gmail.com

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.
Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

TEXT 304-482-7217
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LONG RANGE OPTICS

DO YOU HAVE CONFIDENGE IN BOTH YOUR SKILL AND YOUR SHOOTING SYSTEM
TO TAKE THAT ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME SHOT?
BOTW SHOOTING SYSTEMS FEATURING THE HUSKEMAW ADVANTAGE WILL DELIVER THAT!

COME LEARN FROM THE BEST AMMUNITION AND SHOOTING SYSTEMS

and

SHOOT WITH THE BEST! ARE PROVIDED!

The Best of the West is a pioneer in the long
range hunting industry and was the first company o DATES: May 7th thru 14th 2020
to develop long range shooting systems and optics
over a decade ago. Attendees will spend time in the
classroom as well as time a the range.

A comprehensive Powerpoint presentation
that integrates actual hunting scenarios and video
demonstrating real world applications and corres-
ponding principles will be given during the classroom
portion.

e COST: $ 399.00 per person / per day

o LOCATION: Epling Range / Reedy WV 25270
TOPICS COVERED IN COURSE:

* Internal and external hallistics
» Range-finding technique

: ﬁ,i::zt:;;?:;z;;‘::;" t::j:::::;e EXCLUSIVE Shooting School discounts given on BOTW Shooting

Uphill and downhill angle shooting Systems, ammo and Huskemaw Optics for attending the class!
Reading the animal’s body language

Shot placement on different species SIGN UP AND LET US HELP YOU DOUBLE YOUR EFFECTIVE RANGE!
 Preparation and gear for big game hunts

Many more topics specifically related to hunting

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP
PLEASE CONTACT

> h 4 4 <

Trigger Time Guns * Ammo * Scopes 686 Arnoldsburg Rd. SPENCER, WV 304-519-2510
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forest and/or old fields). So, it’s a
matter of using management prac-
tices such as rotational mowing/
brush-hogging, overstory removal,
planting native trees and shrubs, or
controlling invasive plants to com-
plete the puzzle.

Landowners interested in manag-
ing young forest habitat may also
notice more American woodcock,
eastern cottontail and whip-poor-
will. For more information about
young forests or for help getting
started, contact Tiffany Beachy,
WVDNR/NRCS partner avian bi-
ologist, at (304) 427-3007 or tiffa-
ny.beachy @usda.gov.

Pollinators

Monarch butterflies and other
pollinators are an integral part of
our environment and are vital for
our agricultural systems statewide.
These insects can benefit from
management just like other wild-
life species. Pollinators and their
habitats are incredibly diverse, so
a variety of existing management
practices can be tailored for their
benefit.

For landowners interested specif-
ically in pollinators, a conserva-

The 19th Annual
WV FISHING, HUNTING &
OUTDOOR SPORTS SHOW

March 7-8, 2020

MYLAN PARK
Morgantown Exit 155 off I-79

Sat 10-7
Sun 104

LOTS OF GUNS!
ATV’s
Jerky
Knives
Camo
Trucks

Thousands of products & services $9

OVER 150 VENDORS

Fishing Gear & Bait
Boats
Oulffitters
Taxidermists
Camping
Turkey Calls

Admission

Hunting Supplies
Tractors
Charter Boat Trips
Archery
Sports Equipment
and MUCH MORE!!

~ Call For Vendor Information ~

PR Plus Events

(304) 288-4244

wvoutdoorsportsshow.com

tion plan may include management
practices such as removing prob-
lematic plants, enhancing nectar re-
sources for bees and butterflies by

e

ey

Justin Conner caught a new length record blue catfish on Jan. 11. His fish
measured 49.84” and weighed 58.38 pounds. It was caught in Mason Co.
Feb/March 2020 ~ Page 8

planting species such as common
milkweed, and providing nesting
structures for bees. For more in-
formation about pollinators and for
help getting started, contact Lacey
Smith, WVDNR/NRCS partner
pollinator specialist, at (304) 368-
6909 or lacey.smith@usda.gov.
Feel free to contact for info.

7UTDOOR

STORE

WWW.TOSFIREARMS.COM
304-655-7600
PIPELINER Guns & More
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES
DEER & ANIMAL FEED
856 Arnoldsburg Road
ARNOLDSBURG, WV

D




Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

+ Electric
Bicycles

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W « Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Huge Selection Of Leupold

| Reloading * Scopes * Ammo

” a Holsters * Knives * Qakley
. Y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
e Il'&M imm Clothing & More
11-(151Mgr§ t(t) Fri |
-5 Sa
SJusHOFfIRtA50;
JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV
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Marlee Weigle shot a nice buck.
Photo courtesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply
in Middlebourne.

Young Grady Casto, from Sutton,
got an 8 point buck.

Tyler Armstrong from Phillipi,
harvested a big racked buck.

OLD & NEW !

JACKSON COUNTY’S f
OLDEST SPORT STORE |j# E

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers | :

HARD TO FIND OTGUNS” %
AMMUNITION rﬁﬂs‘[o]_sl,ﬁmu 3 ' Je

IN STOCK .
Bows Large Selection
Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT

Crossbows & Accessorles
-y i

PORTS

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK - Closed Sunday
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout ¢ Catfish & More
813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Charleston WV [1-64 Exit 47

Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

Garden

< Grllle

100% Non Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886
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Gary Lane shot a huge 12 pomt in
Wood County.

Ashley Hugglns brought in a nice

buck buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

Josh Murry bagged a geat buck in
Mercer County.

s¥as  GLADY FORK ARCHERY "7t
Fxperience Bowtech ¢ Diamond Tue-Wed-Thur
Bowtuning - Custom Arrows — Accessories 9
RECURVE By: Samick - Martin CROSSBOWS
2539 Glady Fork Road Ravin
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left 10 Point
WESTON, WV 304-269-6292 Centerpoint

Container Trees Available

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Clem-
ents State Tree Nursery is taking
orders for container trees. Trees
will be available Feb. 1, weather
permitting.

Located along the Ohio River
in Mason County, Clements Tree
Nursery is owned and operated by
the West Virginia Division of For-
estry. The nursery produces and
sells bare root seedlings to land-
owners in West Virginia for the
purpose of reforestation, coal mine
reclamation, wildlife cover and

Christmas tree production.

The container trees are a new
addition to Clements, according
to Nursery Superintendent Jason
Huffman.

“We’ll have close to the same
species we have as the seedlings,”
Huffman said. “But unlike the
seedlings, which are sold in bulk
orders of 25 or more, there is no
minimum order for the container
trees.”

Most of the species are native to

continue to the next page

]ﬁm KNOX

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

In Stock
Or Ordered
Safe

GUNS

Showroom

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ° Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle * Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

7am-5pm Sun
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104 ®

® Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONALPAWNB&ERSASSOCIATION (304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

www.carlspawnshop.com

West Virginia and are genetically
suitable for success in West Virgin-
ia and in neighboring states. Spe-
cies available include red oak, sug-
ar maple, sycamore and white pine.

Orders can be placed online.
Container trees must be picked up

- ; ‘ '
Adam Kerr shot a high racked 11
point buck this season.

at the nursery; however, shipping
may be available for large orders.
Call the nursery to arrange pickup.

To learn more about Clements
State Tree Nursery, visit Www.wv-
forestry.com.

) ?, .-'_ S e

Gary Slusher tagged a quality buck.
Photo courtesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply in
Middlebourne.
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Steve Whittington had success
with a top notch buck,

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3
REACH CUSTOMERS




TRACKEH G:'heeat Outdoors

OFF ROAD == f[larine

WV’s Exclusive Dealer

View our full
selection of
' TRACKER OFF ROAD
- vehicles

Compare prices
to other brands

18 Month Warranty
On Side X Sides
12 Month Warranty
On ATV’s

$2,399 $17,999
Plus Freight On Listed Prices

Huntington, West Virginia

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

T T

9' - www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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Spring Trout Fishing

Early spring trout fishing in the
northeast is no walk in the park.
High, discolored water, swift, of-
ten torrential flows, cold water
temperatures, floating debris and/
or occasional chunks of ice in
some streams, freezing drizzle and
teeth-chattering air temperatures
are typical of the conditions ear-
ly-season trout fishermen must en-
dure when they visit their favorite
trout stream. It's not easy to entice
a trout into striking, but some skill-
ful anglers manage to put a good
catch of fish in the creel by adapt-
ing their fishing techniques to the
conditions.

With water temperatures hover-
ing around 40 degrees Fahrenheit,
most anglers use bait, but I never
cease to be amazed at the inappro-
priate tackle some anglers employ
on early-season outings. Rods are
more suitable for winching bass
out of the weeds. A 10-pound-test
line, oversized hooks and a jumbo
bell sinker frequently seem to be
the rule rather than the exception
on opening day.

DOWNSIZE FOR TROUT

Spring trout may not be as wary
as they will be a few weeks down
the road, but they are not about to
commit suicide, either. The heavy
monofilament quickly stiffens in
cold water, often rising to the sur-

continue to the next page

lwm@Q laﬁ@ & Carryout

LIVE BAIT
* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

- CAMPGROUND
INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53

ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

1 Minnows %

Shiners
LIVErBAIT

Isaiah Border got a 9 point in Jack-
son County with a bow..

Phil Jamison caught a 30” walleye
at Stonecoal Lake.

50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

\ Harold Cogar,
Owner

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT ¢« MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND * BOWTECH ¢ MISSION * PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: Ravin - Parker - Cam X - Sub 1
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.
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face where you don't want it. Neo-
phyte anglers tie on an oversized
sinker, which anchors the bait near
the bottom where the trout are lo-
cated. It also causes the bait to stop
and flop about in the current in one
place, something no natural bait
can do in the spate flow of spring.
A more appropriate rig is an ultra-
light rod, a 4-pound-test monofila-
ment line, a No. 6 or 8 bait hook,
and one or two split shots fastened
10 or 12 inches above the hook.
Adjusting the weight is necessary
to keep the bait moving in the cur-
rent by adding or subtracting split
shots as needed. In the spring, trout
lie about a foot or so above the bot-
tom, so baits should drift along just
above the stream floor or slightly
below the rate of the stream flow.
If the split shot is ticking the rocks
along the bottom, and occasional-
ly hangs up, your bait is just about
where you want it. However, if
you snag on the bottom rather fre-
quently, you are probably using
too much weight, and it's time to
lighten up. If the bait stops, set the
hook immediately. At least half the
time you will be snagged on a rock,

Bert Flora, from Mason, went to
Ohio for a massive buck.

@ YAMAHA &

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

OUTBOARD GYAMAH
YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

but the other half you will likely be
hooked into a hungry trout.

Light lines are hard for trout to
see. This becomes important in the
bright and clear water of summer,
but light lines also pay off in the
high roily waters of spring because

it causes less drag than does heavy
monofilament. Four-pound-test
monofilament is practically drag-
free, and makes it much easier to
detect the soft strikes typical of
trout in frigid water.

continue to the next

R
=

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

AN

S

] NEW & USED GUNS
I~

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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SPRING TROUT LURES

Under some conditions, bait is
the best way to put a good catch of
spring trout in the creel, but lures
have their advantages, too. An an-
gler, skilled in fishing artificials
is able to put his lures in front of
more trout than the bait fisherman
can, and thus will often catch more
trout than the bait angler.

In order to become accomplished
in catching spring trout with spin-
ning tackle and artificial lures, it is
important to know which lures are
best under spring water conditions
and where and how to fish them
for best results. (Before fishing for
a trout stream or pond this spring,
check the open water fishing reg-
ulations very carefully. Some wa-
ters may allow artificial lures only,
while others may have a single
pointed hook, artificial lure regula-
tion.)

If T had to pick one lure for spring
trout, it would be an in-line spinner.
A flashing spinner imitates a small

SPENCER’S

TAXIDERMY
304-824-3745

Over 41 Years
Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

minnow, the major forage of big
spring trout. A properly designed
spinner triggers strikes by its flash
and sound. The wide, slow-re-
volving, Colorado-type blade is
preferred to the thin, fast-turning
willowleaf-type blade because the
wider blade emits more flash and
sound for the trout to home in on,
an important consideration in dis-
colored or roily water. Carry spin-
ners in 1/32- to 1/8-ounce sizes and
in several blade colors for spring
trout.

Under most conditions, a sil-
ver spinner will match the silvery
hued minnows trout prey on, i.e.,
dace, silver shiners, alewives and

smelt. In discolored and/or turbu-
continue to the next page

Jaiden Workman bagged her 1st
buck - 8 point- in Harrison County..

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you eed for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV

Brylee Hatcher got his first buck - 8
point - in Wood County.

NEW 17 Pitch 13 3/4 - 4 Blade
Mercury Trophy
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

* ldeal 70 to 135 HP

CALL 304-482-721
W%IIJJL DELIVI?ZR7 $200

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE -Archery Shoots
‘Leagues
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE .Group
) B Located On Larkmead Rd Discounts
Cgvzzg/@ Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962 -
=T MISSION BEAR  @HOyLus:
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lent water, gold, chartreuse and
copper spinners are also effective.
Spinners dressed with a hackle or
hair trailer seem to produce more
strikes than a bare hook spinner.
WHERE TO FIND TROUT
Favorable waters to work a spin-
ner in spring are behind midstream
obstructions and around cur-
rent breaks. The most productive
hotspots for early spring trout are
under deep undercut banks, and es-
pecially under exposed roots and/or
overhanging vegetation. You may
lose a lure or two in such cover but
it's one of the best lairs in a stream
to hang a bragging-sized trout.
Fish spinners quarters up or
across the stream depending on the
current. Let the spinner sink and
keep the blade spinning while the
current carries the spinner down-
stream. Often a strike occurs just
as the spinner straightens out and
starts rising toward the surface. In
continue to the next page

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS ¢ SCOPES - AMMO
| MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

= 5
Keegan Workman got his first - 6
point - in Harrison County.

Mike Arison hunted in Calhoun
County with a crossbow for a buck

2020 BASS SPORTSMAN BASS EVENTS

* All Times Are 7am - 4pm 6 Fish Limit

OPEN TOURNAMENTS
TEAM EVENTS

$90 Entry $10 Big Bass
ENTER AT RAMP

April 5 - Stonewall
Vandalia Ramp
May 3 - Burnsville
Main Ramp
May 17 - Stonewall
Vandalia Ramp
June 28 - Burnsville
Main Ramp
July 26 - Burnsville
Main Ramp
October 11 - Stonewall
Vandalia Ramp

One Man Fishing Alone
$50 Entry $5 Big Bass OHIO RIVER TEAM
ENTER AT RAMP
ENTER AT RAMP
April 26 - B ill
P R:;I;S“ ¢ $120 Entry $10 Big Bass
May 24 - Stonewall August 324 - Nel\; Martinsville
Vandalia R ain Ramp
S R September 27 - Moundsville
Main Ramp
. .
20% Of Teams Win Money $1,000 Guaranteed 1st Place
In All Events

To Be Announced 2 Day Team Events
$125 Entry $10 Daily Big Bass $1,000 Guaranteed 1st Place
Kings Of The Lakes Burnsville August 15 Sutton August 16
Stonewall Classic Stonewall Vandalia Ramp Sept. 12 & 13

INFO: Mark Goudy 304-482-7217  wvasport@yahoo.com

Go to page 3 to get on mail list.
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In shallow water, keep your rod tip
high to keep from snagging on the
bottom.

Spoons, which wobble and flut-
ter, are another hot choice for ear-
ly-season trout. They often work
better than spinners in swift water
where they can be worked faster
and more erratically than spinners.
They're also a good pick for fishing
the tail of a pool above a fast water

run, tailwaters below a dam, and
are ideal for trout in lakes or ponds.
Excellent options for opening
day trout are 1/16- and 1/8-ounce
crankbaits. These are fished like
spinners. Work crankbaits errati-
cally for trout, changing the speed
of the retrieve until you find a pre-
sentation that works.
SPRING TROUT FLIES
It's not easy to entice a trout to

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

2020 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

* E-TEC G2

Wright’s Riverside

Certified Service Department

Em

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

Outboards
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strike a fly early in the season, but
to a few dedicated fly-fishing en-
thusiasts, wetting a line on a fa-
vorite stream on opening day is an
annual ritual.

The occasional trout can be caught
on a fly under most stream condi-
tions, but trout seldom strike flies
consistently until the stream ther-
mometer registers in the mid 40s.
If you arrive at your favorite riv-
er and find the water temperature
around 40 degrees or lower, head
upstream to the river's headwaters.
You may discover that the water
temperature in the small headwater
streams registers 45 to 50 degrees,
and you may be able to creel an en-
joyable catch of trout.

continue to page 20
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Mark Hampton used a bow in Wyp-
ming County for an 8 point buck..

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy ¢ Sell » Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo

Black Powder ® Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
ﬂ Just Off Rt. 33

304-472-1330




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

g | COOL . SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
, 1 CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
PELICAN - CALCUTTA |

e A, il - JONES - HUGHES RIVER
NKBAITS COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

i

CRA

TACKLE Just QOutside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC n Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Don't be too anxious to arrive on
the stream at daybreak in the early
season, when the water tempera-
ture may be too cold for most trout
activity. By late afternoon on a
warm, sunny spring day, the tem-
perature may rise five degrees. As a
rule, the highest water temperature
and best spring trout fishing will
occur between 3 and 5 p.m.

There may be a few mayflies
coming off the water around open-
ing day, but there won't be any ma-
jor hatches. However, the swollen
streams of spring will carry copious
populations of nymphs, insect lar-
vae and minnows. Once the water
temperature rises to 45 degrees and
above, trout will be on the lookout
for this wealth of nutritious forage.
The flyfisher should offer fur and
feather imitations of these on a fine
leader tippet. You won't need a vest
full of flies to catch trout at this
time of the year. Five or six favor-
ite nymphs, wet flies and streamer
patterns should do it.

Fish the dead flies by casting
across and slightly upstream. Let
the fly settle briefly to get it deep,
then strip in all slack line, and con-
tinue to keep up with the fly as it
drifts downstream. It is essential to

ARCHERY ~ 7| FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber n * Numerous
Striker Seeds
* Bows LIVE BAIT
- Crossbows HEIﬂCU Hunterg - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
« Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available - * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
't ; and fishing store!
5 Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS .
304-265-9278 CORN - FEED

keep a tight line between the fin-
gers of your rod hand all the way to
the fly throughout the drift in order
to detect strikes. Otherwise, a trout
may inhale your fly, detect it as a
fake, and reject it without you ever
being aware of the take. When us-
ing a nymph or wet fly, a take may
occur anywhere in the drift. The
majority of the strikes on a stream-
er occur at the end of the drift when
the fly rises.

Richard Jenkins, from Cross Lanes,
took a Gilmer Co. 6 point buck.

and boat rentals.

*AlC

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

TV -DVD
* Barbecue Grill
* Large Porch Area

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Jayco

E IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES
L‘;_ 740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

Winter Bass Fishing

Elite Series pro Matt Arey has
made a career out of catching bass
in transition zones. This focus
works particularly well during the
coldest months of the year, as these
zones are narrowed as vegetation
dies off.

Bass fisherman have fished them
for years on different types of lakes
around the country. They attract
and hold largemouth, smallmouth
and spotted bass at all times of the
year. Tournaments at every level
have been won on them, includ-
ing the Bassmaster Classic. Best
of all, they’re especially produc-
tive during the cold winter months
when bass may gang up on them in
fairly shallow water.

In case you’re wondering what
these seemingly magical places
are, they are transition zones —
places where two different types

of structure or cover meet. The
most easily recognized transition
zones are visible along shorelines
where rocks may change to gravel,
or gravel to vegetation, and which
continue underwater. Depth chang-
es are transition zones, as are lone
boat docks (that’s why the first
dock entering a cove is often the

A
Jeff Copen, from Munday, shot a
nice 11 point buck.

200+ Campsites * All UtiIities
Cabins With Jacuzzis

Stocked Trout %®

Tube Rentals

Cable TV @
3

; US Rt 33 n

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV

304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

best) and even the edges of weed-
lines where they meet open water.
Areas where two different types
continue to the next page

Ryan Rowan used a bow for a fine
buck buck.

email: i illbillyhavenwv.com
website: www_hillbillyhavenwy.com

Firs-class vacamon cabings convemnentdy
locared ore mile off Interszare F8, Exit 87,
one mife sooth on US 18 moward lake

Call or vislt websalte for rates, additional
Information. and
raquired for resarvatlons. Major credit
cards are accepted.

N e i sl Y DS B Doy rasscl, paacaiel e
phone: 304-263-3433 or 866-632-33T9 » Honsymoon cabing with hot tub slesp two

" CoumBEmn eIt Rete Dot o

® Slx

HerrHy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

& Satellts tv and dvd player

# Ga= log fireplace and alr condifloning

* Full bath with ahower

-le::;rnlm:mwmm

#* Picnic Tire: I, Btockad
ring. gas gri

IJI.III I uummmpm-lrj

decorated to be
hmanylm'nmm o

cabina hawve king or quesn bed
t-nfulu-an.

# Zfonewall Resort with fine restaurants and

fwo baths, and an slght pareon hot fuls

#+ Accesslble cabin avallable
4 507 depaslt iz « Ful ammpldﬂtdmmhllﬂml.

MICTOWaEve,

.md makar

* Conwenlance afore cnatte with
ool tub of hot fu, * Open
and dryer

- Eﬂpﬂmﬂnnﬂﬂmmrﬂlrm

|ponds, playground, and

W
souvenire, and many unkgua hi II%
365 days a year

1 -
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two minutes Bway
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Racoon & Skunk Hats

WILLIAM’S FUR & TRAI‘PING SUPPLY SHOP

Four Generations Of Fur
Buying & Trapping

* Full Line Of Trapping Supplies

* Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
And Leads - Engraved Name Tags

* Full Line Of Fur House Supplies

* Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning

* Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs
& Hides. Beaver Hoops

* Mountain Man Raccoon Hats

* Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
Rugs. Deer - Coyote - Beaver
Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs

* All Types Of Snares - Traps &
Cable Stakes

* Large Selection Of Lures & Urines

* Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides

* Deer Attractants & Lures

)
Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits
World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

v

NIGHT EYES

Predator Lights & Calls
WYV Distributor
Hours - 1pm to 7pm Mon - Fri
Saturday By Appointment

304-462-7028
WE BUY RAW FUR

Coyote - Bobcat Mink - Squirrel Furs
410 3rd Run Road

GLENVILLE, WV 26351

1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

Feb/March 2020 ~ Page 22

of vegetation meet, as they fre-
quently do on Lake Okeechobee,
can be considered transition zones,
as can any place fast-moving wa-
ter hits an object and creates an
eddy of still water. On Lake Gun-
tersville, the mussel shellbeds are
excellent transition zones in that
they offer a hard bottom surround-
ed by hydrilla and milfoil; they’re
so dependable, fishermen search
specifically for them, even though
dozens of other fishing options are
available on the famous lake.
latewinterbass_arey2.jpg

When fishing transition zones in
the winter, Matt Arey only has a
couple of rods on his deck and pri-
marily chooses between two baits:
a jig and a crankbait.

“Late-winter fishing can really be
tough,” admits Bassmaster Elite
Series pro Matt Arey, “but there
are places bass do seem to prefer,
and transition zones are some of
the best and most reliable areas
I’ve found through the years. What
I personally prefer are changes in
the composition of the bottom,
which may or may not be a contin-
uation of what I can see along the
shoreline. My favorites are where
clay changes to sand and where

continue to page 25

Mickey Comp tagged a great buck
in Preston County.



WHEELER’S GUNS & AMMO

125th Anniversary Edition Model 10

SA VAEE ARMS

—————

e —

Enraved

250 Savage

+ Walnut Monte Carlo Stock
» Detachable Engraved Box Magazine $1 ,1 9900
* Engraved Receiver & Grip Cap
+ Adjustable Accu Trigger

TAURUS . ([rossi

22 POLY PISTOL 22LR

* POLYMER GRIP P:i\::ssg:;d

+2.8" BRRL In Feb

*8 RD MAG $1 7900 ’

+ STAINLESS MATCHED PAIR 22LR/410 COMBO
BLUED 18.5” RIFLE BRRL 22” SHOTGUN BRRL

pm—‘- Oracle SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

rauzﬁag_ 556 NATO

*1%x9 Tw|st Brrl - Ophcs Ready * FRONT TITANIUM/LUMENESCENT

ol o
@RUGER

HELLCAT
* FRONT TITANIUM/LUMENESCENT

* 9MM LUGER
IM+1&13+1

$549%
3” Brrl
¥ 9$149% ______,_,;-,Ei; WHEEEH'S

GUNS AMMO

11+1&13 +1
3” Brrl

LCP Il LITE RACK
*22LR 10+1-2.75" BRF

*-la ¥ lt:,m.! | 43/40r61/2 BRRL
- MADE IN USA

Open 8am )
Closed Wed & Sun. 222 Allegheny Highway

ELKINS, WV (681) 298-5070
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The
Great Outdoors

e
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TRACKER i1 Tracker Dealer In USA!

OFF ROAD
Huntington, West Virginia

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

WYV’s Exclusive Dealer
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steep, 45-degree chunk-rock banks
transition into flatter slopes and
smaller rocks.

“I think transition zones offer bass
not only a different type of cover
and ambush point, but they also
attract different types of forage,”
continues the North Carolina pro.
“Some of these zones, especially
where vegetation meets rocks, may
also provide a temperature change.
I know rocks and gravel attract a lot
of crawfish during the cold weath-
er because the bass I catch usually
spit them out in my livewell.”

Transition zones are not uncom-
mon, by any means. In fact, all
bass lakes have them, but some,
says Arey, have a lot of them. Ta-
ble Rock, Beaver, Bull Shoals,

A 603 pound black bear was
checked in at Sugar Grove.

(304) 354-9038

Stutler’s

Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs

[ loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents
Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools
Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

Tellico/Ft. Loudon, Chickamauga,
Pickwick, Lanier and Norman are a
few of the better-known impound-
ments where transition zones are
common.

“I study different lake maps be-
fore I arrive at a lake, so I'll know
exactly where I want to fish,”
he says. “If I can find what I call
‘swing banks,” where a channel
comes in close to the shoreline, I'1l
definitely mark it on my map. This
is a case where you’re looking at
a depth change being the primary

This hunter used a bow for a giant
racked buck.

continue to the next page

REELS / |
RODS/
/o -
/ I
g3 v
- HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT E
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More B
Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King A
Berkley - Mepps - Owner « Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa |
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix - Zebco - Case T

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products

. rf:r’,’/;f;;ces PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1444
3047 Little Creek Rd. 1427 Robert C Byrd Dr.
CRESTON, WV NEW LOCATION CRAB ORCHARD, WV
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Starting $150

By Hunting Beagles

Pups PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System  Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

transition zone, but frequently it
will also be where the bottom com-
position changes, and even where
cover changes. Anytime you can
combine more than one type of
change in the same area, the better
that place will be.”

Arey believes most lakes have
two types of bass: those that live
in the main body of the lake, and
a different population that lives
in tributaries. Both use transition
zones during the winter months,
which often leads him to begin his
fishing in a tributary. The reason is
that smaller tributaries are easier
and faster to fish — he terms this
“finding high-percentage areas” —
and if he does determine a pattern
exists, he’ll then try to expand it
into the main lake. Through years
of fishing transition areas, Arey
has recognized that in the creeks,
the fish also tend to be closer to the
mouth than further back where the
water is usually more shallow.

Walt Williams, from Cross Lanes,
caught a 6 pound, 6 oz. bass at Elk
Fork Lake.

New State Record

Fish Caught

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The state length records for
grass carp and blue catfish were
broken earlier in January by two
West Virginia anglers, the Division
of Natural Resources announced
on Thursday.

Zachary Adkins of Cabins caught
a 53.1-inch, 59-pound grass carp
at Warden Lake in Hardy Coun-
ty on Jan. 3. Adkins used a large
swimbait to catch the fish, which

broke the previous length record
of 50.75 inches. William Tucker
still holds the weight record with
a 71.69-pound grass carp caught at
Warden Lake in 2005.

Justin Conner of Culloden caught
a 49.84-inch, 58.38-pound blue
catfish on the Ohio River in Mason
County on Jan. 11. Conner used cut
shad to catch the fish, which broke
the previous length record of 47.75
inches. Mark Blauvelt continues
to hold the weight record with a
59.74-pound blue catfish caught on
the Ohio River in 2016.

Anglers who believe they may
have caught a state record fish
should check the current records
listed in the fishing regulations,
available at license agents and on-
line at www.wvdnr.gov. A record
catch should be reported to the lo-
cal district fisheries biologist.

Experts In Outdoor Insurance

PRECISION

OUTDOOR INSURANCE

* Lodging/Cabins
* Resorts
* Guides and Outfitters
e Clubs (Sportsman, rod & guns, fishing)
e Leased Hunting Lands
e Ranges (gun & bows)
e Campgrounds

View Online WWW.myprecisionoutdoor.com

Precision Outdoor Insurance
103 East Main St. Suite 204
: Bridgeport, WV 26330

: LY (844)829-3372

b JREED@MYPRECISIONOUTDOOR.COM
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EXPERIENCE
LEWIS

COUNTY

Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

e 1
o ¥
Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in

its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

Take a tour of historic downtown; visit museums or the boyhood home of general “Stonewall”™
fackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.
Shop in owr locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum. or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy

here... Where past meets the present.

Vizit Us Online or Call Taday for your Free Travel Guide!
STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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2019 Black Bear Harvest N

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Hunters in West Virginia har-
vested 3,099 black bears during
the combined 2019 archery and
firearms seasons. The preliminary
harvest for the combined 2019 sea-
sons is 19% above the 2,606 bears
killed in 2018. The black bear har-
vest of 2019 is the third highest
bear kill ever recorded. The West
Virginia black bear harvest has ex-
ceeded 3,000 in four of the last five
years.

“When looking at all mast spe-
cies combined, mast production
in 2019 was 12% above mast pro-
duction in 2018 and 6% above the
long—term average," said Colin
Carpenter, DNR black bear proj-
ect leader. "In addition, the mast
index for all oak species in 2019
was up 20% over 2018, but still
8% below the long-term average.
Red oak/black oak (+341%), scar-
let oak (+228%) and black cherry
(+51%) production increased sig-
nificantly over levels recorded in
2018. White oak (-63%), chestnut
oak (-54%) and hickory (-16%)
production decreased significantly

Roger Bnder brought in a gun

buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

NNIAL

over 2018 levels.
"Historically, abundant mast
yields a decreased bow/crossbow

: 22 North Locust Street
harvest and an increased December
firecarms harvest. The 2019 Mast BllehannOn, WV
Survey and Hunting Outlook pre- 26201

dicted an increased bow/crossbow

(304) 472-4100

continue to page 31

Zachary Adkins, from Cabins, caught a state record length grass carp It
measured 53.1” and was hooked at Warden Lake in early January.

J = _. t Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Mlnl Mart 2L N
o iscount Tobacco
Crosshows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows * Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo /
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping
%8 Tacki o Tron Belts - Cogtom Flles 2 Ato 9PM
‘-F : N?tl?o * Mike’ lsl * Joe’s Flllcles * Berkley 7Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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304-744-8300 - 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW < Charleston

We offer boat storage and launching of your boat. Leave your trailer at home.
New and Used Boats Parts and Service

=
& YAMAHA

* Authorized
Yamaha Dealer

- Parts
- Service

Open: Sales * Service * Parts

Mor-F11 56 www.trojanlanding.com
a -
Sun 11-4 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW

Charleston, WV 304-744-8300
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harvest compared to 2018 and a
decreased December firearms har-
vest over the levels observed in
2018 because total mast production
was considered average.

“The prediction held true for both
the bow/crossbow and December
seasons and the overall harvest was
much higher than 2018,” Carpenter
said. “However, the excellent bow/
crossbow harvest and decreased
December firearms harvest demon-
strated the scattered nature of
mast production in 2019. Overall,
the 2019 harvest increased during
the September/October and bow/
crossbow seasons and decreased
during the buck-gun and December
seasons.”

Hunters killed 966 bears during
the first segment of the 2019 bow/
crossbow season (Sept. 28 to Nov.
24). Hunters harvested 511 bears
with vertical bows, 455 with cross-
bows. The top five counties were
Fayette (106), Nicholas (58), Mc-
Dowell (55), Webster (48) and
Greenbrier (47).

Firearms hunters harvested 2,133
bears during 2019. Hunters took
881 bears in September and Octo-
ber (50 bears during the concurrent
antlerless deer/bear season), 498
during the concurrent buck-gun
bear season and 754 during the

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange
Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

GROVE MARINE TRACKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
. v, Triadelphia, WV

traditional December season. No
bears were harvested during the
Mountaineer Heritage Season in

January. The top five counties were
Randolph (201), Pendleton (162),
Nicholas (156) and Boone (132).

Nate Taylor shot a Tyler County 10
point buck.

Ryan Wigal, from Parkersburg,
went to Colorado for a mule buck.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com
Yamaha

Hnlﬁ‘r Smith Hona

Mo A 1% I M E
4876 Route 152

Skeeter
South Bay
_Alumacraft
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Cool Facts About Fishing

Fishing is simply put an act of
catching fish in a number of dif-
ferent ways. It can either be com-
mercial or recreational. Commer-
cial fishing is when the fisherman
catches fish to sell later, while pre-
ferred by most people, recreational
fishing is a sport fishing and every
caught fish is return to waters. Due
to increased popularity, different
kinds of tournaments and compe-
titions are organized where fisher-
men show their fishing skills. Aus-
tralia is a country that has a number
of well organized fisheries such as
Patagonian, Tuna, Rock Lobster,
and a variety of Prawn fisheries.
These fisheries generate export
dollars by selling different kinds
of fishes to various overseas mar-
kets. Furthermore, Australia has a
large coastline, and many of its ma-
jor fisheries are far away from the
coastal locations. As a result, the
commercial fishing industry pro-
vides employment possibilities for
many rural communities. If you are
one of many fish catching lovers,
here are several cool facts about
fishing you didn’t know.

Fishing
There are around 27,000 living

Denny Jones harvested a big 10
point Pleasants County buck.

species of fish around the world.
That is more than all types of rep-
tiles, mammals, birds and amphibi-
ans combined.

Australian Fishing Zone is the
third largest fishing zone in the
world, with about nine million
square kilometers.

It has been reported that around
6,000 fish species live in the Aus-
tralian waters.

PARK CENTER

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Bill Hobba, from Morgantown,
hooked a 30” channel Catfish.

SPORTING GOODS |

=

KEL-TEC
PMR30

22 Magnum
30 Round Clip

Sub-2000
IMM

Ruger * Glock - Benelli - Bersa « Taurus - Springfield - Smith & Wesson * Savage

e, w <=, °Large Selection Of

Get Ready For Trout

Trout Bait & Lures

Auaqgin - yv3 - ullep - yosizelg - abnoy . biagssoy - AlusH - 43N - 1Iydsuelq

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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“We Sell Fun!”
Honfefmzfl;l RV Center

_______
.'|1|.

Leader to the Great Qutdoors.

RV’S: VIKING » APEX
CATALINA « SANDPIPER * SPIRIT

Bed Liners -

Parts

NEW & USED | ;
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

Weather Tech Products

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909

o800 1045 [ETH WHEE LS R OTORHOME S g

S
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10th ANNUAL ULTIMATE GIVEAWAY * NUTTER FORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT * NATHAN GOFF ARMORY ¢ MAY 9, 2020

1. Polaris Slingshot
2. Ruger GP100 357
3. Henry Big Boy Brass or Blued*
4. $500 CASH
5. Savage 11 Rifle with scope*
6. Mossherg MC-1
7. Rejuvenation Medical Spa $250 Gift Card
8. Sig 265 Cerakoted
9. Ruger Wrangler
10. Designer Purse
11. Taurus Judge 410/45mm
12. XM42 Flamethrower
13. Glock Choice of 48,43, 43x or 42
14. Polaris RS 1 UTV
15. S&W M&P 15 Sport AR15
16. Sig 320 9mm Cerakoted
17. $500 CASH
18. Springfield EMP 9mm 1911 Semi Auto
19. $250 Ammo at ATR
20. Glock Gen 5 Choice 26, 19 or 17
21. S&W Shield EZ
4 i e—

"

22. $500 CASH

23. Mossherg 590 Shockwave
(Choice of 12 ga, 20ga or 410ga)

24. Ruger Precision 22Ir, 22mm, or 17thmr

25. YETI Tundra 65 Cooler

26. CZ Drake 12ga Over/Under

27. $1,000 CASH

28. S&W 642 Revolver

29. $500 CASH

30. North American Arms Mini 22

31. Sig 238

32. Designer Purse

33. Glock Choice of 48, 43 or 42

34. Kimber Micro 9mm

35.70 Inch TV

36. Ruger American Go Wild Rifle*

37. Henry Goldenboy 22Ir

38. Polaris Ranger 4x4

39. Taurus Judge 410/45mm

40. Mossherg 590 Shockwave
(choice 12ga, 20ga or 410ga}

= *Choice of Caliber Based
‘ On Availability

41. Keystone Hideout Camper

42. Ruger American Go Wild Rifle*
43. $1,000 CASH

44, Ruger PC Carbine 9mm

45. Yamaha VX Cruiser HR Waverunner
46. Kimber Custom Il 1911 45

47. Christensen Mesa 6.5 Creedmoor
48. $500 CASH

49. Diamondback AR 10 308

50. $1,000 CASH

51. Glock Gen Choice 26, 19 or 17
52. $1,000 CASH

53. 10th Anniversary Gun

54. $2,500 CASH

Cab 4§WD

Ea rly Bird Special - All Ticket Packages Purchased Before February 14th, 2020 will be entered in to
an early bird drawing. Tickets purchased before then will be entered into a drawing with ten (10) $1,000 win-
ners to be given away February 15, 2020.

4 TICKET PACKAGE $100 - No single Tickets Sold
(4 Tickets per package with 3 chances to win per ticket)

You Do Not Have To Be Present To Win
TICKET PACKAGE AVAILABLE @ THE NUTTER FORT FIRE DEPARTMENT
or Go Online www.nutterfortfire.com

+ 3 Chances to win

* Lunch included with ticket package
* All proceeds benefit NFFD

* 7 years and older to have ticket

* No NFFD member is eligible to win

* Ticket holder need not be present to win any of the 55 prizes

* Must claim prizes within 30 days after event

* Must have ticket, photo ID to claim prize

* MUST BE ELIGIBLE TO OWN A GUN TO WIN A GUN

+ Pass background check before receiving gun

* All appropriate taxes are responsibility of winner

* 1,500 PACKAGES MUST BE SOLD OR MONEY REFUNDED
* ONLY 2,500 TICKET PACKAGES WILL BE SOLD

* OVER $150,000 IN PRIZES AVAILABLE TO WIN

~ TOP PRIZE ~

Nutter Fort Fire Dept.
1415 Buckhannon Pike
Clarksburg, WV
26301

MAY 9, 2020

Nathan Goff Armory
Doors Open At 9am
Drawing Starts At Noon (12)

Each drawing will be held live on our Facebook Page

Ford F150 Extended Cab 4WD
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“Nutter Fort Fire Ultimate Giveaway Page”
ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT
Please like and follow the page for all of the
latest updates on the Ultimate Giveaway
A complete list of prize winners will be
posted at www.nutterfortfire.com on
Monday, May 11, 2020



Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

Sports Show Returns To Morgantown

Thousands of outdoorsmen from
the tri-state area will be heading
to Morgantown’s Mylan Park on
March 7th-8th for the 19th annual
WYV Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor
Sports Show. Recognized as the
largest outdoors show in northern
WYV, the event sells out annually
with over 150 booths representing
outdoor vendors from all over the
US and Canada.

“We are so excited for this year’s
show,” says Labeth Hall owner of
PR Plus Events, organizer of the
event. “We have the largest show
ever with over 53,000 square feet
of everything you need to go fish-
ing, hunting, camping or to just en-
joy the great outdoors. In addition
to ATV’s, campers, boats, trucks,
trailers, tractors you can find jerky,
outfitters, charter boats, and much
more. There are thousands of
products and services related to the
outdoors and we have added a lot

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

of new vendors also. It is an out-
doorsman’s paradise!”

For those who are serious fish-
erman, they will find a variety of
fishing trips in the US and Cana-
da, bait, tackle, reels, area fishing
guides, as well as numerous charter
boat captains from the Great Lakes

Mike Berry, from Alderson, landed
a largfe grass carp.

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter Of City

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

and Chesapeake Bay. Professional
anglers and fishing enthusiast will
find everything they need to catch
the Big One.

The avid hunter can browse
through lots of guns, archery
equipment, knives, ammo, hunting
associations, DNR, taxidermists,

continue to the next page

|

Tyler Babinchok caught a 43~
musky in Tyler County.

US 33 East

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com

Motorcycles
utTv-ATvV
Service * Sales
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Convenience Store » Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

LAZY ACRES MART

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 m

camo gear and lots of new gad-
gets. There will be turkey calls,
tree stands, scents and a variety of
new hunting products also. Hunt-
ing outfitters will be there to book
bear, whitetail, wild boar, moose,
turkey and game birds trips to a va-
riety of destinations.

A variety of fishing and hunting
seminars will be held daily. At-
tendees can check the website for
the updated schedule. Special at-
tractions include the Cabela’s An-
tique Gun Library featuring doz-
ens of unique and antique guns.

Families are also welcome at the
show. You will find something for
everyone. Women can shop for
camo purses, marinades and spic-
es, unique jewelry and decorative
items with an outdoors theme.
Children can enjoy the mountain
climbing wall, panning for gold,
face painting, a movie theatre and
more.

The Outdoor Sports Show hours
are Saturday from 10am-7pm and
Sunday 10am-4pm. Tickets can
be purchased at the door and ad-
mission is $9 for adults, children

www.leesonsmotors.com

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE + PARTS * SERVICE

320 West Main Street [# s
Bridgeport, WV i

(304) 842-5469
A ; $ SUZUKL ey g Used
GO KYMCO | Kawasaki |

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

7-12 are $2, and there is no charge
for kids under 6 years. The first
50 people each day will receive a
FREE gift. Guests can register at
the Info Table to win lots of great
prizes given away hourly, as well
as the Grand Prize Drawing for a
two day fishing charter trip on Lake
Erie with Special Eyes Charters.
This trip is valued at over $2000
and sponsored by WKKW.

The “WYV Fishing, Hunting &
Outdoor Sports Show” is owned
and organized by PR Plus Events,

Riley McCloy tagged an 8 point in
Ritchie County.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

co-sponsored byThe Dominion
Post, WKKW, WDTYV, the Greater
Morgantown Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau, Candlewood Suites
Hotel and Special-Eyes Charters.

For more information visit the
website at wvoutdoorsportsshow.
com.

Advertise In The
W. Va Sportsman

Details On Page 3

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING v N
CAMPING
HARD TO FIND AMMO

22LR - 22MAG e
243 - 22250 - 222

Camo Clothing * Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
7T Bows & Arrows
r " pag Rods & Reels
e Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607
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Dalton Schneider had hunting suc-
cess this season.

RJ Carr got a muzzleloader 8 point
in Randolph County.

Jennifer Cogar has a real fine 9

point with a drop tine. Photo courte-
sy of the Bow Shop in Hepzibah.

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES

“Your Path To Affordable Log Home lemg

Providing Quality Log Home
Materials Since 1978

“Experience The Difference”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
* FREE Unloading At Your Site

) D-Logs 6" x 6", 6" x 8", 8" x 8’
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV Log Siding 6”, 8", 12"

e Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6" x 12

* FREE Quotes And Custom Designing 161 x¢ 2 x6’
* Detailed Construction Manual With  Cedar Posts & Railing

Purchase
MILL DIRECT
* FREE House Package Delivery In WV
And In Bordering States :

PO BOX 679 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY

9am to 5pm

W 800.553.3006
,i Other Hours By Apt.
s 304.884.6646 .

_ M Located in the Industrial [&
Park, I-79 exit 105

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires
Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years
In Business
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BAKLOLFTROPELEGENDSSB 304-439-5329
PO I MEHRDMO XBNWGDOCKA i
GAOABP INCPPLEONTRS|LS RlCKS
SI AMAM I ARAEADE I NFTUS
OYJCELEERAXFBPKPEONC MkTZAxolDtdERMY
ake Those Outdoor
ZE;C;:;?g:E;:E?EgZﬁ? M;i;zoriesLastALifetime
Years Experience
RLAOANILYSKEETERWRHN
TJLDANVERANDAOGTS AO C| || Teokrorarosd
SBARFL|TKLRAEKRANOMR Buckhannon, WV \
Accepting Major Credit Cards
BT XH TOKTAIMDPDEHP THNIE Full Time/Award Winning Master
AR I NBOWAREEYNMAUN|I KN Taxidermist Rick Dunlap
YAAR | I AHROLWO I ROAR|N|I
LIND 1/F/I/NOEELCHNWRNAOIL| Ui
I SNTBL/ TEKRTAOLFEOKTT
NOTECOYOCNATSERVSESE
EMBGNOC|LAF I FPKEIRULR
RB AB JEPORRKES I RRAHLC
KISWE ETWA TERENEKALUE|I
ZAMV NNOTG NI NNE B/UDN I WS
Knot * Harris * Larson * Rain * Bennington * Skeeter * Transom
Monark ° River * Sweetwater * Lund * Cobia * Bow ¢ Javelin
Sylvan ¢ Legend ¢ Tahoe * Ranger ¢ Float * Bayliner * Snap ¢ Falcon
Godfrey ° Port * Triton * Boom * Wind * Lowe * Crestliner ¢ Aft
Nitro ¢ Sail » Bass Cat ¢ Stratos * Xpress « Champion ¢ Veranda e s
i i - . Kate Cook, from Cool Ridge, had
Look Up Down - Across Dlagonally success with a nice 10 point buck.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

T We are looking for LARGE fish & game

Clip Out

| Name

: Address

| City
|

I
| Fish

State Zip

Pound Oz

#Points

pictures from 2019/2020.
il NO Send Photo To:

,, DOES WVS
B s P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV
TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

Photos Will Be Returned E-mail wvasport@ gmaﬂ com
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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The * Ranked one of the TOP 100

Great Outdoors Dealers in the USA
* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV
* #1 Tracker Dealer In USA!

over 100 ponTooNs IN sTock

18’ w/60HP & Trailer

$23,747

% $245/month _
—~ =
% MARINE

DEALERS
iyl | BE SAFE!
’ I

ALWAYS WEAR A PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICE WHILE

BOATING & READ YOUR
OWNERS MANUAL

Y,

I-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south 30 4. 5 2 5_4 5 56
HUNTINGTON, WV WWW.THEGREATOUTDOORSMARINE.COM

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

RECIfinpYauRSavings

ARSUpEiioigloyota

T.R. Hathaway says: “ Use Power Bait For More Trout”

Sut P TOYOTA

How Do We Do It? 2019 Toyota Tacoma

Supr”

The name says it all!
SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com

$2 o 000 customer Cash

2020 Toyota Tundra 20 19 Toyota 4Runner

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

$ 1,2 50 customer Cash
$2,000 Customer Cash Excludes TRD Pro

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly G 304'424'51 22

payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax & 8 O 0 47 8 5 8 8 4

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors.
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

OR
1.9% APR for 60 Months

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm

0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed  Expires 3-2, 2020.






